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In 1380, on 23 October, the Genoese navy was planning to attack a small 
island town, then called Isola. Legend has it that the desperate citizens of 
the town gathered in the parish church of St. Maurus where they prayed 
to their patron saint for help with such fervour that he heard their prayers. 
Between the enemy navy and the shore, magic fog appeared in the sky, 
completely covering the town, while a white dove flew from the church 
roof toward the Genoese navy. The Genoese followed the dove, thinking it 
would lead them toward the shore. Yet, the astute dove took them far away 
to the open sea and returned home with an olive tree branch in its beak, 
which it laid on the ground as a symbol of peace and safety. This is why 
the white dove is depicted in the coat-of-arms and municipal flag of Izola.

The charming Mediterranean town of Izola is located at the seaside in 
south-western Slovenia. The old town centre features several medieval    
architectural pearls. The stone statue of a lion from 1212, the fully resto-
red Manzioli and Lovisato Palace, the Besenghi degli Ughi Palace, and the 
restored church of St. Mary of Alieto are just some among these.

Old town streets and quarters flow into new town areas, the masts of the 
vessels at anchor in the town harbor compose sea silhouettes, while the 
town is given a specific character by its multicultural nature and the use of 
two official languages, Slovene and Italian.
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THE 
ARCHITECTURE 
OF THE TOWN 
CENTRE 
PROVIDES 
A LIVING SENSE 
OF IZOLA’S 
HISTORY
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From 1280 through 1797 Izola was a part of the Republic of Venice. As a result of 
high duties the inventive Izolans – despite the threat of high fines – tries to shift as 
well as they could, and resorted to smuggling and illegal trade. On moonless nights 
audacious Izolans would smuggle salted fish, sea salt, oil and wine across the bay to 
Trieste carried of their fisoleras. There are no smugglers in the Izola of the 21st cen-
tury; instead, we have numerous craftsmen and entrepreneurs.

The reputation of the excellent Izolan white rebula wine spread to nearby and distant 
places while a story says that the famous Venetian Giacomo Casanova himself was 
passionately keen on the red Izolan refošk wine. While serving his sentence in the 
infamous Piombi prison in Venice, one of the prisoners, who came from Izola, offe-
red him some Izolan wine. Since then the famous conqueror of female hearts would         
always rely on the magic power of the autochthonous Izolan refošk. Come and have a 
glass yourself! Or you can taste the white Izolan malvazija instead.

In the area lying between the shipyard and today’s Delamaris factory (the only pro-
ducer of canned fish in Slovenia) in 1820 Vascotto, a Minorite, discovered therapeu-
tic sulphurous thermal springs. Only four years later the newly built thermal baths 
of St. Peter hosted their firts guests. Unfortunately, the baths were an unsuccessful 
venture; yet, tourism in Izola developed further and today the town can offer a lot 
to its visitors. Since the Venetian era fishing, olive growing, wine growing, and wine 
production have been at home here, hence delicious fish dishes, genuine olive oil, and 
home-made wine can be served with pride.
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Reminders of the vivacious history of fishing and fish processing in Izola are 
the remains of an old shipyard (škver or squero) and a 64-metre tall former  
factory smokestack, the tallest on the Slovene coast. The lighthouse at the 
‘’Punta’’, where the municipal bathing spot is located, still directs vessels and 
invites visitors to enjoy sea views. A pleasant experience certainly is observing 
fishermen returning from the sea to the Izola harbor (mandrač) followed by 
flocks of screeching hungry seagulls.



There are various accommodation possibilities: a hotel resort with a new wellness 
centre in the vicinity of the antique harbor in the Bay of San Simon; a hotel with an 
excellent restaurant in the centre of the town; tourist apartments and hotel rooms at 
near-by Belvedere, from where a magnificent view of the Bay of Trieste an the Alps in 
its background opens up; numerous private rooms and tourist apartments which can 
be arranged through tourist agencies or in person with their landlords. In the summer 
season you can stay at the youth hostel, student residence, or one of the camp areas.

You can have fun or relaxation at the Casino Izola, which offers a vast variety of 
games and events.

All nautic enthusiasts will find a safe haven in Marina Izola, where we offer more than 
700 berths that can accommodate boats also up to 50 meters in length. The Marina 
operates 24 hours per day, 365 days per year and makes you feel comfortable both 
ashore and afloat, whilst offering all necessary infrastructure, boat servicing incl. 
maintenance, nautical equipment, as well as boat charter and sales agency.
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In addition to carefully grown olive tree orchards, lovers of natu-
ral beauty can admire blooming peach orchards in spring and 
red-coated vineyards, waiting for vintage, in autumn. In sum-
mer locals and visitors alike can enjoy sea bathing and visit cozy 
restaurants and bars. Having a winter walk when the northerly 
burja wind is blowing, chasing away all worries and cleansing 
the air, is an unforgettable experience.

Cyclists, sportsmen, and hikers will enjoy the Trail of Health and 
Friendship that follows the former route of the narrow-gauge 
Parenzana railway line, while if you take the Wine Road you can 
discover the richness of different wine tastes.

The nature covered Istrian flysch hills with several streams and 
brooks that formed valleys, above which are hills with clustered 
villages and churches that have survived the ravages of time. 
In Izola’s hinterland you can go on a trip, on a walk or you can 
explore, and spice it up by tasting authentic home-made Istrian 
cuisine and discovering manners and customs the locals are so 
proud of.

You can explore the archaeological park in the Bay Simonov    
zaliv, where you will get to know the rich history of Izola through 
exploration of the Roman villa remains, reconstructed ancient 
mosaics and remnants of the ancient port.

WELLNESS, 
SPORTS, RELAX, 
GOOD FOOD – 
ALL PART 
OF IZOLA’S 
OFFER
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If you ask what else, in addition to what has already been said, you can do in Izola, 
we can sincerely answer that one activity is ... nothing. This is another reason why we 
are inviting you to come here and stay with us: enjoy your free time and do nothing!

For all of you that do not enjoy idle time during your vacation period, there are fish 
picnics on boats, trips to the countryside, a visit to the Parenzana museum and its  
collection of train models, shopping in art studios and shops, the Fishing Festivity, the 
Days of Olive Trees, Wine and Fish, the Easter fair of antiques, numerous sailing and 
rowing races, various other sports events, a boat show, and music and film festivals 
organized throughout all seasons, that add the final cherry atop the Izolan cake.

You will certainly like it, just don’t forget to come here!
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IZOLA 365 
DAYS A YEAR
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San Simon resort ***/****
Morova 6a, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 660 31 00
F: +386 5 641 84 02
booking@sansimon.si
www.sansimon.si

Hotel Marina ***
Veliki trg 11, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 660 41 00 
F: +386 5 660 44 10
info@hotelmarina.si
www.hotelmarina.si

Hotel Belvedere *** 
Dobrava 1a, 6310 Izola 
T: +386 5 660 51 00 
F: +386 5 660 51 82
belvedere@belvedere.si 
www.belvedere.si

Delfin hotel ZDUS *** 
Tomažičeva 10, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 660 70 00
F: +386 5 660 74 20
rezervacije@hotel-delfin.si
www.hotel-delfin.si

Hotel Keltika **
Cesta v Jagodje 1, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 641 97 77
F: +386 5 641 97 76
info@keltika.si 
www.keltika.si

Dijaški dom srednje šole Izola
Prekomorskih brigad 7, 6310 Izola 
T: +386 5 662 17 40 
F: +386 5 662 17 25
branko.miklobusec@guest.arnes.si 
www.sgtsizola.si

Turistična agencija Bele skale
Cankarjev drevored 2, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 640 35 55 
T/F: +386 5 641 82 00
info@beleskale.si 
www.beleskale.si  

Turistična agencija Spik 
Pittonijeva 13, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 641 50 19
M: +386 31 390 704 
F: +386 5 641 52 04
spik.ta@siol.net
www.spik-travel.si

Turistična agencija Laguna
Istrska vrata 7, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 640 02 78
M: +386 41 412 611
F: +386 5 641 65 53
laguna1@siol.net
www.laguna-sp.si

Turistična agencija Žnider’s
Cankarjev drevored 5, 6310 Izola   
T: +386 5 640 10 90 
turizem.iz@zniders.com
www.zniders.com
 
Avtokamp Belvedere
Dobrava 1a, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 660 51 00 
F: +386 5 660 51 71
belvedere@belvedere.si
www.belvedere.si

Avtokamp Jadranka
Polje 8, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 640 23 00
M: +386 41 724 230
T/F: +386 5 909 55 40
freetimedoo@siol.net
freetime_izola@t-2.net

Marina v Izoli 
Tomažičeva 4a, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 662 54 00
F: +386 5 662 54 06
info@marinaizola.com
www.marinaizola.com

Hostel Stara Šola Korte 
Korte 74, 6310 Izola
T: +386 5 642 11 14
M: +386 31 375 889
info@hostel-starasola.si
www.hostel-starasola.si

Hostel Alieti
Dvoriščna ulica 24, 6310 Izola
M: +386 51 670 680
info@hostel-alieti.si
www.hostel-alieti.si

Hostel Izola
Ljubljanska ulica 51, 6310 Izola
M: +386 40 208 010
hostelizola@gmail.com
www.hostelizola.com







Turistične informacije
Ljubljanska 17, 6310 Izola, Slovenija

T: +386 5 640 10 50, F: +386 5 640 10 52
e-mail: tic.izola@izola.si, www.izola.eu

Turistično združenje Izola g.i.z. - Tourist information 
Ljubljanska 17, 6310 Izola, Slovenia

T: +386 5 640 10 50, F: +386 5 640 10 52
E-mail: tic.izola@izola.si, www.izola.eu, Facebook: Izola-Isola Tourism


